
Es sprechen  Welcome

Kristin Feireiss, Founder of Aedes Architectural Forum, Berlin

HE Mr. Sudhir Vyas, Ambassador of India, Berlin

Prof. Barbara Kisseler, Head of the Senate Chancellery, Berlin 

Kiran Nagarkar, novelist and essayist, Bombay/Berlin

Dr. Annette Hulek, Haus der Kulturen der Welt, 
Director, Cultural Program Asia Pacific Weeks

Anand Patel, Curator, Ahmedabad

Ulla Giesler, Curator, Berlin

Es erscheint ein Aedes-Katalog.
An Aedes catalogue will be published.

Das Ausstellungsprojekt ‚What Makes India Urban?’ por-
trätiert aktuelle Entwicklungen in den neu entstehenden 
urbanen Räumen des Subkontinents und die Verknüpfung 
von Urbanisierung und kulturellem Wandel. In über 50 
Projekten wird Einblick in die verschiedenen Lebenswelten 
der indischen Städte gewährt: in die Handlungsbereiche 
von Architekten und Städteplanern sowie in die Reflexion 
indischer Künstler. Die Ausstellung lädt dazu ein, in indi-
sche Bilderwelten einzutauchen und in audiovisuellen 
Installationen zu verweilen, die einen umfassenden Über-
blick über die rasanten Entwicklungen im Land geben.
Das Projekt wurde kuratiert von Anand Patel, Ahmedabad 
und Ulla Giesler, Berlin. Wir danken den beteiligten Archi-
tekten, Künstlern und Theoretikern für ihre Beiträge.

The exhibition project ‘What Makes India Urban?’ depicts 
recent developments in the subcontinent’s emerging urban 
spaces and their connection to urbanisation and cultural 
shifts. More than 50 projects provide insight into India’s 
diverse urban environments: into the range of work of archi-
tects and urban planners as well as reflections from Indian 
artists. The exhibition invites the visitor to dip into a world 
of Indian imagery and to spend time in audio-visual instal-
lations, providing a broad overview of the rapid changes in 
this country.
The exhibition is being curated by Anand Patel, Ahmedabad 
and Ulla Giesler, Berlin. Our sincere thanks go to the par-
ticipating architects, artists and theorists for their generous 
contributions and creative input.

What Makes India Urban?
Challenges towards mobility, infrastructure, energy and perpetual change

Eine Ausstellung von Aedes East Internationales Forum für Zeitgenössische Architektur e.V.
An exhibition of Aedes East International Forum for Contemporary Architecture, non profit organisation 

A
E

D
E

S
 A

M
 P

F
E

F
F

E
R

B
E

R
G

Einladung zur Eröffnung
Invitation to the opening
Freitag, 9. Oktober 2009, 18.30 Uhr
Friday, October 9, 2009, 6:30 PM

Ausstellung  Exhibition
9. Oktober - 26. November 2009
October 9 - November 26, 2009

Öffnungszeiten  Opening hours
Di-Fr / Tue-Fri 11-18.30 Uhr
Sa-So / Sat-Sun 13-17 Uhr
 
Aedes am Pfefferberg
Christinenstraße 18-19
10119 Berlin
www.aedes-arc.de

Die Asien-Pazifik-Wochen werden unterstützt durch die Stiftung 
Deutsche Klassenlotterie Berlin (DKLB).

Herzlichen Dank an:
We kindly thank:



Events accompanying the exhibition

Urban Culture at the exhibition opening, 9 October, 2009, 6:30pm
Kuchipudi dance performance by Sudarshana Kumar, 
Indo German DJ/VJ set with B.L.O.T. from New Delhi & 22Rockets from Berlin

Urban Talk Saturday, 10 October 2009, 3:00pm - 6:30pm
Symposium with architects, urban planners and researchers from India and 
Europe in English language.

Urban Performance Friday, 16 October 2009, 7:00pm 
Book release with Christopher Dell and Patrick SL Ghose

Urban Reading Wednesday, 28 October 2009, 7:00pm 
with Uday Prakash, Sudhir Kakar and Claudia Kramatscheck

Urban Screening Wednesday, 4 November 2009, 7:00pm 
with Harun Farocki and Anupama Kundoo

Free admission to all events
Location: Aedes am Pfefferberg, Christinenstr. 18-19, 10119 Berlin

Urban Talk:
Symposium “What Makes India Urban?”
Saturday, 10 October 2009, 3:00pm - 6:30pm

• 	Statements from India 3:00pm
	 Bimal Patel, Anumita Roychowdhury, Harsh Purohit, Patrick SL Ghose
• 	Opinions from Europe 4:15pm
	 Philipp Rode, Andrew Comer, Kai Rommel
• 	Panel Discussion 5:30pm
	 Hosts: Bimal Patel and Naresh Narasimhan,
	 with Aravamuthan Srivathsan, Rohit Mujumdar

Free admission!
Kindly note to register for the symposium 
until 30 September 2009 at: ug@aedes-arc.de
The symposium will be held in English.
Location: Aedes Network Campus Berlin, Christinenstr. 18-19, 10119 Berlin
Phone: +49 30 2827015
For more information see: www.aedes-arc.de

Also check “What Makes India Urban?” on Facebook
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INDIAURBAN
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Aedes

“Planning 
and architecture 

are effective 
democratic tools of social 
change and instruments 
for mobilizing social movements 

for equality and justice.”
P.K. Das “There 

is no such thing 

like neutral space. Studying 

the tacit urbanism, and making 

explicit the tacit political and cultural 

levels of the urban becomes an important 

part not only of understanding the urban 

as totality but also of how we act as 

citizens and how we participate in the 

constitution of urban form.”

Christopher Dell

“The concentration of people in a closely built network of 
buildings with a 
hierarchy of private, semi-private and public space, along with the free flow of different activities from inside to outside, is what defines the Indian city. This is what makes India urban.“

Ranjit Sabikhi

“Diversity 

and Pluralism; Community 

and Participation; Social networks and 

Linkages; Spatial Interdependence 

and Granular textures are 

URBAN CONDITIONS that we 

create in our works; to 

make Inclusive Cities 

and an architecture 

of contextual 

multiplicity.“
SK Das

“India‘s 
population is its only qualifier for its seeming semblance of urbanity. Pictures of newly developed world cities colour its desire - the possible death of‚ imagination of the future of its civilization‘ needs conscious pursuit and wilful 

realization.”
Nisha Mathew Ghosh + 
Soumitro Ghosh

“The success 

of India in the 21st 

century is going to lie 

largely in the manner in which we 

will deal with urbanization.”

Surendra Hiranandani      

“India’s urbanity is visible in the energy on its streets. Here the country’s diversity merges, mingles, and explodes, creating a new exciting possibility of its future. The street here is the cauldron of new transitions and hope.”Ravi Agarwal

“The imaginary line separating urban India from its rural counterparts is often blurred and diluted - like a watercolor painting - allowing pockets of rural India 
to co-exist with its urban cousins. 

Among the tension and strife created 
by this disparity exists a strong bond of 

inter-dependence without which, urban 
India would lose its unique character.”
Partha Ranjan Das

“India will 
change what it 

means to be urban.”
Bimal Patel

“Urban India 
is chaotic, vibrant, unequal, 
multi-layered, disorderly, 

dense, polyvalent and 
much more but is also a 
miracle, it works!”
Madhavi Desai

“In many ways the social, economic and environmental future of 
our world is going to depend on 

the transition of an ‘India of Villages’ 

into an ‘India of Cities’.” 
 Prathima Manohar

“The 
willfulness to 

accommodate, co-exist 

and assimilate diverse layers 

of history, display resilience 

against complex constraints 

and yet strive towards a 

global emergence, outlines 

the syntax of Indian urbanity.” 

Kamalika Bose  

“India’s 
urbanity is 
visible in the energy on its streets. Here the country’s diversity merges, mingles, and explodes, creating a new exciting possibility of its future. The street here is the cauldron of new transitions 

and hope.”
Ravi Agarwal


